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DEAR TRAVELLER,

When you walk, follow your way to the end.

In spring, to the rose in flower,
in summer, to the ripened wheat,
To the full shelves in autumn,
in winter, to the snow-white queen,
in a book, to the last line recorded,
in life, to the very truth,
and in yourself – to a colour shed,
over your cheeks blushing red.

If you’ve failed the first time, the second, then,
in attaining sorts and summits you pursue,
try
again,
once more,
and anew. (Tone Pavček: The Wayfarer)

Take a trip through the Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba

An area inhabited since Roman times …
where the hillocks of Vrtojba and Bilje descend into fertile plains …

there are two places: Šempeter pri Gorici and Vrtojba,,
which blend into one Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba.

The Soča and Vipava river have been depositing sediments over millennia to create a fertile 
area, ideal for growing grapes, fruits, garden vegetables and flowers. Green woods, vineyards, 
fields and meadows give this piece of land its typical colours and shapes. Beyond the natural 

landscape, the ‘Garden of the Gorica Region’ is also worth visiting for its cultural heritage, such 
as the Coronini Palace, Villa Maffei, the churches and old wells. Tourists appreciate the well-kept 
cycling paths and forest trails that can be enjoyed on a bike, by foot or running across the hillocks 

or along the recreation path.
The Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba

would like to invite all travellers to walk or cycle its paths and 
discover even more!

Viewpoint

Landscape
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A journey into our past

The past cannot be
denied or deleted,
or even changed ... (Jožko Martelanc: Šempeter 
through Time)

The history of our region started long before written 
records as the tribal communities of the early 
iron age settled in the area and transformed it into 
cultivated land. The hillsides of Saint Mark’s are the 
supposed location of an ancient foundry, as witnessed 
by the finding of two charred stone urns and a few 
hundredweights of damaged bronze artefacts. The 
foundry gave rise to a settlement created by the 
dwellers of the time.
Our municipality had a strategic position in the 
old times as well, as the ‘Roman Road’, connecting 
Aquileia and Emona, passed south of Šempeter, from 
the Vrtojbica Brook towards Bukovica and Volčja 
draga and further along the feet of Saint Otto’s. The 
Itinerarium Hierosolymitanum indicated here a 
station called ‘Ad fornulos’ (At the furnaces). During 
the Frankish Empire the area was part of the March of 
Friuli, while ecclesiastically it was within the domains 
of the Aquileian patriarchs who were also in charge of 
Christianisation. 

All today’s villages and suburbs, as we know them 
today, were formed between the tenth and the 
fifteenth century. The first written mention of 
Šempeter (‘de sancto Petro’) and Vrtojba, which was 
divided in two separate settlements Toyva Superioris 
(Upper Vrtojba) and Inferioris Toyfa (Lower Vrtojba), 
appeared on the list of the fiefs of the Counts of 
Gorica of 1200. The Urbarium of Rihemberg of 1458 
shows that Šempeter was a parish already in 1425, 
comprising both villages called Vrtojba. 
In the wake of the death of the last count of Gorica 
in 1500, our region came under the domain of the 
Habsburgs. The Urbarium of 1523 shows that the 
district of Šempeter did not have its own governor and 
the parish priest used to manage the count’s affairs. 
The village had its own parish, which was assigned by 
the Count of Gorica in his role of Duke. The Parish 
of Šempeter also included Vrtojba, Bilje, Miren and 
Orehovlje. In 1615, the Jesuits arrived to Šempeter—
which was a single fief together with Upper and 
Lower Vrtojba, San Rocco and Štandrež—and 
established the first public schools. The first recorded 
civil governor of the area became Vincentius Ernest 
Ottmann de Ottensee und Römerhausen in 1647. 
In the eighteenth century, the Counts of Coronini 
rose to become the main landowners in Šempeter 
following the marriage of John Baptist Coronini and 
Maddalena de Simonetti. The noble families of Obizzi 
and Gironcoli where other important landowners in 
Vrtojba, where they had their country mansions. 
Šempeter was the main municipality between 1815 
and 1850 encompassing, among other villages, the 
two Vrtojbas, as well. A rapid wave of development 
started in the nineteenth century. The local people 
were mostly farmers, producing wine and rearing 
animals. The cultivation of potatoes, early vegetables 
and mulberry for silkworms gradually developed into 
full-fledged activities. People from the villages were 
selling milk and potatoes—which have become the 

main product of the area—in the neighbouring city of 
Gorica. Flower cultivation became a profitable trade 
in Šempeter, with two-flower violets, roses, asters 
and chrysanthemums as the main products. While 
Šempeter was bursting with violets, Vrtojba—which 
became an independent community with Bukovica in 
1866—had a thriving cultural life. In 1868, a reading 
club was established as an engine of national and 
cultural development supporting a rapid growth of 
all aspects of culture in the village. A choir, a theatre 
group, a guitar ensemble with a cycling association 
and an agricultural consumer cooperative were born 
as a result. In 1871, the members of the reading club 
of Vrtojba established a school of their own with two 
classes. Although Šempeter did not have a reading 
club, the thriving culture in the nearby Vrtojba had 
a favourable impact on the town, which already 
had its own school since 1853. A catholic reading 
club named »Slovenian Union« and a choir were 
established in Šempeter in 1894. Culture required 
funding and thus an increasing need for loans 
appeared. In order to stimulate savings and to offer 
people favourable loans a Savings and Loans Bank 
started operating in Šempeter on 1 January 1897. 
An Agricultural Association as a limited-liability 
guarantee was established in Šempeter in 1899. Its 
main activity was purchasing wine from its members 
and outsiders, as well as selling and serving wine in 
its tavern. 
The bursting activities were interrupted by the First 
World War, which resulted in an abrupt rupture with 
the tradition and had a detrimental effect on cultural 
life. The news of the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand in Sarajevo came during the traditional 
bingo held every Saint Peter’s Day in Šempeter.
True war, however, was still far away. The roaring of 
weapons was only heard in late May 1915, when Italy 
declared war the Austro-Hungarian Empire. After 
the sixth battle of Isonzo in July 1916, the front line 
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in the Gorica Region had stabilised passing through 
Solkan – Saint Catherine – Rožna Dolina – Saint 
Mark’s above Šempeter – the hillocks of Vrtojba and 
Bilje – the Castle of Miren over the Karst all the way 
to the sea. The region became a battlefield, suffering 
under the crossfire of enemy armies and the war 
tempest levelled both settlements with the ground. In 
November 1918 the killing and destruction came to 
an end. People started returning from exile or from 
other fronts and began rebuilding their devastated 
homes. In early November the Italian army marched 
into our region and ended the dreams of unification 
with the newly born Yugoslav state. 

On 10 February 
1927, Šempeter 
became part of 
the Municipality 
of Gorizia. 
Vrtojba lost its 
independence 
and was also 
annexed to 
Gorizia in 1928. 

Even though the farmers grew wheat, corn and 
potatoes on their fields, local production struggled 
and faltered. Vineyards were replanted, but never 
reached their pre-war extension. Some pig rearing re-
started and was abandoned in just a few years. There 
was some cattle breeding, but growing of vegetables 
and flowers turned out to be most lucrative activities. 
People started finding employment opportunities in 
manufacturing and services, which flourished in the 
city of Gorizia. Soon after the annexation of Šempeter 
to Gorizia, a tram line was introduced on the streets 
of Šempeter and it ran up until 1932. Line 2 ran along 
Vittorio Veneto street, through Podturn up to the 
main square of Šempeter. 

What followed were 
difficult times of 
national oppression, as 
the settlements could 
not escape the political 
events or avoid the 
denationalising policies 
of the Fascist regime. 
After the capitulation 
of Italy and the arrival 
of the Nazi occupying 
forces, the local people 
wanted even more to 
join Yugoslavia and 

had therefore strongly engaged in the fight for 
national liberation by joining the Partisan fighters. 
September 1943 was one of the historic moments of 
our region, as eight to nine Partisan battalions formed 
the Gorica Front stretching over 17 kilometres. On 
September 11th, the Partisan forces started their 
attack. The German units holding the city were 
outnumbered, at first, but soon reinforcements 
arrived and on September 25 launched an offensive 
with the aim of breaking the Partisans’ defence 
positions with their motorised and tank units, 
surrounding the defenders and destroying them. In 
spite of the overwhelming power of the enemy, the 
Partisans managed to withstand for quite some time 
until September 25th, when they had to retire to the 
Trnovo Plateau. Although the Partisans did not 
achieve victory on the Gorica Front, they made a 
huge contribution to securing large portions of the 
Slovenian coastal areas, which were annexed to the 
new Slovenian Republic within the Yugoslav 
Federation in a complex international balance of 
forces. The Gorica Front therefore remains one of the 
brightest moments of local history.

After the Paris 
Peace Treaty 
and the arrival 
of the Yugoslav 
Army in mid-
September 1947, 
the two villages 
became part of 
Yugoslavia.
Consequently, 

they were cut off from the city of Gorica, which used 
to be their natural, economic and political centre for 
centuries. Šempeter did receive some competence 
over administration, economy, education and town 
management because of the new national border, but 
eventually transferred them to the newly established 
city of Nova Gorica. The ensuing years brought about 
rapid changes to the area. The number of farmers 
was decreasing year by year as people started seeking 
employment in the rapidly developing manufacturing 
industry. In spite of the developments and their 
inclusion in the growing city of Nova Gorica, 
Šempeter and Vrtojba maintained their identities. 
Being conscious of their past, the two settlements 
have formed their own Municipality in 1998.
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The brief overview of our history would be left 
incomplete, if we failed to mention the main 
personalities, who had shaped the fate of our region.

The Coronini Counts
The family name of the Coroninis, stemming from 
‘Corona’, was adopted in mid fifteenth century by 
Alexius de Locatellis. The family had settled in Friuli 
and the Gorica Region in the late fifteenth century. 
Johannes Coroninus filius ser. Alexii Coronae de 
Locatellis had three sons: Ciprianus, Orpheus and 
Marsilius, who were also the initiators of the three 
family branches, one of them being the Coronini-
Oelberg of Šempeter. Alexius (deceased in 1679) was 
the forbearer of the Šempeter branch of the family. 

The Coronini Mansion in Šempeter was built for 
the Šempeter branch of the Coronini estate by 
Alexius’ younger brother John the Baptist (Johann 
Baptist Coronini von Cronberg, 1627-1689), who 
also became an Austrian State Councillor and was 
elevated in 1687—together with other members 
of the Coronini family—to the rank of Counts of 
German Nationality of the Holy Roman Empire. The 
house of Coroninis achieved its apex with John the 
Baptist Alexius Coronini Cronberg IV (Johann 
Baptist Alexius Coronini von Cronberg, 1794-1880), 

who kept important roles and titles on regional and 
state levels during his lifetime. The Coroninis of 
Šempeter have acquired vast lands in mid-eighteenth 
century after the marriage of John the Baptist II 
(Johann Baptist Bonifacius Coronini von Cronberg, 
1690–1750) with Noble Maddalena II Simonetti.

During the Napoleonic 
wars he joined the 
engineering unit of the 
Austrian army and 
occupied leading mili-
tary and administrative 
roles in the Habsburg 
Empire. Between 1836 
and 1848, he was the 
tutor of the heir to the 
throne and later 
Emperor Franz Joseph. 
In 1848, he defended 
Tyrol as a Major 
General and in 1854 he 
occupied the part of 
Romania along the 
Turkish border. He was 

appointed Feldzeugmeister, i.e. a civil and military 
governor of the Voivodeship of Serbia and Banat of 
Temeschwar (1851–1859) and then ban of Croatia 
(1859–1860). He achieved the rank of artillery 
general. In 1860 he became the commanding general 
of Upper and Lower Austria, Styria and Hungary. At 
the end of his military career, in 1865, he settled in 
Šempeter and in 1869 he became the commander of 
the 6th imperial and royal line infantry regiment. He 
managed with considerable success the family estate 
up until his death in 1880.

His son, Franz Coronini (Franz Carl Alexius 
Coronini von Cronberg, 1833–1901) entered the 
state council as representative of Gorica in 1870 
and the Parliament in Vienna in 1871, where he 
represented the constituency of Gorica. In 1879, he 
became Speaker of the Parliament in Vienna. He had 
contacts with the Slovenians as Mayor of Šempeter, 
Chairman of the Agricultural Society of Gorica and 
State Captain of Gorica. 

The last male descendant 
of the Šempeter branch 
of the Coronini family 
was Count Giovanni 
Coronini-Cronberg. He 
died on 15 September 
2013 and is buried at the 
Šempeter cemetery in the 
Coronini Crypt, which 
was built alongside the 
chapel in 1856 by Count 
John the Baptist II and 
dedicated to John the 
Baptist, the saint patron 
of the count.
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Anton Obizzi (1843 - 1916)

Anton Obizzi was born in Gornja Vrtojba. He has 
founded a small print shop in Gorica in 1893, which 
was considered the first Slovenian publishing house. 
The company started with a small hand-operated 
press; eventually it had an engine-driven printing 
press. Obizzi’s print shop was printing Slovenian 
newspapers and books, such as Nova Soča (political 
weekly) with ‘Gorica’, a fortnightly insert (a bulletin on 
trade, crafts, agriculture and national economy) and 
its successors Soča and Primorec. Obizzi was also the 
editor and printer of Sloga (1893–1895) and Goriški 
vestnik (1894–1896), a bulletin on national economy, 
crafts and trade. He printed the melodrama The Lotto 
Player (1889) and the poems by Fran Podkrajšek (1891). 
Obizzi’s print shop operated until 1899, when it was 
bought by the founders of the National Printery of Dr. 
Anton Gregorčič. In the early nineteenth century, Obizzi 
became a co-owner of the Pallich&Obizzi Print Shop, 
which printed the bulleting of the Slovenian Peasants’ 
Party’s newsletter Naš glas (eventually Kmečki glas) and 
the state official journal Samouprava. Anton Obizzi was 
also head of the Sokol sports association of Gorica and 
in 1890 he became Secretary of the Slovenian political 
association Sloga. 

Franc Gorkič (1888 - 1977)
Born in Lower 
Vrtojba, after his 
military service he 
worked at the State 
Council of Gorica, 
where he was 
editor in chief of 
Samouprava, the 
State’s official journal, 
and had considerable 
insight into the work 
of the Slovenian 

members of the State Council of Gorica. As the 
Council was moved to Vienna in 1915 because of the 
war, he moved to Vienna to take care of the Slovenian 
refugees. He served as a military in various 
battlefields. After the war, he returned home and was 
among the founders of the Slovenian and Italian 
council for the renovation of the Gorica Region. He 
acted as main speaker at various events and 
demanded war reparations from the government in 
Rome. He also served as editor in chief of the 
newsletter of the Union of Consortia of War Victims 
of the Gorica and Gradisca Regions entitled The 
Rebuilding of the Gorica Region. He was also editor 
in chief of the Economic Bulletin and the Community 
Friend. He was persecuted after the onset of Fascism 
in 1922. He moved to Maribor, where he started 
working at the desk of Samouprava. When the 
journal was abolished, he got employed at the 
administration of the Drava Banat in Ljubljana. He 
stayed at the post until the occupation of the 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia. In 1963, Gorkič has launched 
the idea of establishing the Gorica’s Alumni Club and 
became its life-long chairman. The Club has erected 
around 30 monuments and renovated a series of 
monuments, including tombstones and statues 
during his term in office.

Ivan Rob (1908 - 1943)
Poet, satirist, writer 
and translator, whose 
name has been given to 
the elementary school 
and main square of 
Šempeter, he started 
composing poems and 
essays while studying 
at the gymnasium. His 
lyric poems of the time, 
inspired by his life in 
Šempeter, have not 
been preserved. 

During the 1926/1927 academic year, he published a 
single issue of the humorous and satiric newsletter 
entitled ‘The Pincher’. 
He enrolled on Slavic studies in Ljubljana and led a 
bohemian student life while being a much sought-
after contributor to a series of magazines. His first 
publication appeared in Mentor, a students’ newsletter, 
and he was writing parodies for the Family Weekly 
between 1936 and 1938. His contributions were 
published in the academic journal ‘1551’ and, between 
1939 and 1940, in the Monday’s edition of ‘Morning’. 
In 1940, he accepted the job of associate editor of 
‘This Sheet’. In late 1942, he joined the resistance 
and became a cultural animator and member of the 
improvised theatre called ‘Agitteater’, whose aim was to 
boost the morale of the Partisan troops. He was writing 
radio bulletins in the Cankar Brigade and published 
the satirical bulletin ‘The Drummer’. In January 1943, 
he was captured with a group of other Partisans by the 
Italians in Zloganj nad Škocijanom and executed by 
shooting in Velika Ligojna pri Vrhniki on 12 February.
His mature works and the love novel in verses ‘The 
Tenth Brother’ were published in 1938 by Kolman. 
In 1965, Viktor Smolej curated the Selected Works by 
Rob. As a translator, Ivan Rob translated poems from 
Lithuanian and Romanian and adapted Goldoni’s Liar 
for the stage.
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Rafael Nemec (1914 - 1993) 
Born in Upper Vrtojba, after completing nude 
painting classes in Gorica (1937 and 1938) and 
obtaining a Matura degree from a school of arts 
in Venice, he entered the Accademia di Belle Arti 
in Venice, but only graduated after the war with a 
dissertation on Jožef Tominc, a painter from Gorica. 
He taught arts at a series of secondary schools in 
Postojna, Šempeter pri Gorici and Nova Gorica, in 
elementary schools and worked as a mentor. He also 
worked as a restorer at the Republic’s Institute for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage and the Institute for 
the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Nova Gorica, 
mainly in discovering and restoring medieval frescos 
in the Primorje Region, thus becoming the author of 
a series of decorative and monumental works. His 
latest restoration works include the frescos of the 
Zemono Castle near Vipava. He headed a painting 
school, organised painting courses and exhibitions. 
The works of Rafael Nemec were showcased in a 
series of personal and collective exhibitions. The 
Museum of the Gorica Region has staged the largest 
and most important exhibition of his works in 1975. 
He received a number of awards for his work: Order 
of Labour with Golden Wreath (1968); Bevk Prize 
of the Municipality of Nova Gorica (1975); Order 
of Merits for the People with Silver Rays (1975). A 
commemorative plaque has been installed at the 
place of his birth in Vrtojba.

Borut Pahor (1963)
Borut Pahor has had his 
permanent residence 
in Šempeter pri Gorici 
from the day of his birth 
up until now, in spite 
of having lived most of 
his life, because of his 
career, in Ljubljana or 
even abroad, which talks 

about his emotional ties to his birthplace. He is—in his 
own words—first and foremost a Slovenian, but a man of 
the Primorska Region, right after that, while his father’s 
ancestry links him to the Karst. Of course, he is one from 
Šempeter, coming from the town and descending from 
the people, while his childhood memories, the bright 
and the less bright ones, all link him to the town. Here 
is where he went to kindergarten, which he loved very 
much, and to primary school, which he did not, but is 
still glad to visit from time to time, while remembering 
his schoolmates and friends, his partners in many a 
monkey business. He attended the Gymnasium in Nova 
Gorica. While he did not fully appreciate knowledge 
and science back then, his mother made him discover 
the joys of reading and he became very much interested 
in political history, which is still his favourite reading. 
Studying at the University of Ljubljana was a complete 
change: it shaped him more than any other period of 
his life, although he cannot remember staying a single 
weekend in Ljubljana. He used to come back every 
time and also earned money while studying. He recalls 
the period as a successful and beautiful time of his life, 
followed by a rapid start of his political career, during 
which he went from being a member and later Speaker 
of the National Assembly to becoming a Member of the 
European Parliament, Primer Minister and President of 
the Republic, all of which would have been unthinkable 
of without the support of the people he belongs to and 
loves to return to.
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THE MUNICIPALITY OF ŠEMPETER - 
VRTOJBA

The Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba was established 
on 22 July 1998 after the National Assembly of the 
Republic of Slovenia passed a decision allowing 
Šempeter and Vrtojba to form an autonomous entity. 
The two settlements of the Municipality lie in the 
western part of Slovenia, within the Gorica statistical 
region, next to the border with Italy and south to the 
city of Nova Gorica. The area has been characterised 
in many ways by the presence and contacts between 
neighbours with different languages, cultures and 
mentalities. The area was inhabited—in the course 
of its history—by an array of nations and ruled by a 
range of conquerors. The local people has seen times 
of peace, while war tempests have instilled fear and 
levelled their homes with the ground. The places kept 
changing, its economy, society and culture had gone 
through many stages and states. One thing, however, 
did not change ever. The Mediterranean climate 
coming from West and South, as well as the excellent 
composition of the soil, ensure the best conditions for 
growing grapes, fruits, vegetables and flowers.
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ŠEMPETER

The place of the morning sun
creeping up into the houses
…
across streets and flowering gardens
flying to the fields
to meet the rich fruits of labour
The tranquillity of mighty lindens
…
The place of old palace ruins
and a raucous cockerel
waking up the heights of Saint Mark’s

Šempeter pri Gorici is a Slovenian town on the outskirts of 
Gorizia, lying along traffic lines connecting Nova Gorica 
and the Soča Valley, as well as the Vipava Valley and Italy. 
The town is protected from north-west by Saint Mark’s 
Hill, the highest peak within the Municipality. Thanks 
to its sunny position and its relatively mild climate, the 
place was always a popular destination for settlers and 

holiday makers. The formerly peasant 
settlement started on the right bank 
of the Vrtojbica and began to rapidly 
develop after the Second World War. 
Before the war, Šempeter used to be 
a suburb of Gorica, which was the 
administrative, economic and cultural 
centre of the Gorica Region. As the 
local capital was assigned to Italy after 
WWII, Šempeter took over the role 
of the administrative and economic 
centre of the Gorica Region. Eventually, 
the task was passed onto the newly 
established town of Nova Gorica, 
although Šempeter has maintained its 
place as the second most important 
place of employment in the area. There 

are many companies and public institutions in the town, 
including the General Hospital, which is the central 
health-care establishment of the wider region.

This is Šempeter
a place of something 

exquisitely mine
(Miran Zorn: Something Exquisitely Mine)

 

VRTOJBA

There were savoy cabbages
On the fields of Vrtojba
We were planting potatoes 
and were full
There were vineyards
on the hills of Vrtojba
We talked in our language 
and were nurtured by it... 
(Renato Podbersič: Štorje od šešerjov 
an tobink)

Tourists and residents alike describe Vrtojba as a 
long settlement in western Slovenia, right next to the 
Italian border. It is actually a road-side village, as it 
measures three kilometres in length, stretching along 
a north-south axis or the main road connecting the 
Gorica Region and the Karst. The Vrtojbica brook 
runs through the village. The settlement has grown 
between the Vrtojba plain and the hillocks of Vrtojba 
and Bilje. The forest area of the hillocks is surmounted 
by Saint Otto’s, a hill with a panoramic view of the 
surroundings. A recreational path runs through the 
woods and the vineyards on the hillocks of Vrtojba and 
Bilje, which is—at the same time—the circular trekking 
and cycling path. In the nineteenth century, the Vrtojba 
plain became the vegetable garden of the town of 
Gorica and the fame of its early produce pervaded the 
monarchy. The formerly peasant settlement acquired 
an additional industrial element after World War II. Its 
farming dimension is rapidly disappearing and Vrtojba 
is developing its crafts and manufacturing.
… Vrtojba is a beautiful village …
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

Villa Maffei
The Villa built in the second third of the eighteenth 
century by Cristoforo Maffei stands on a spot 
offering a perfect view of the town of Gorica, the 
Šempeter plain and Friuli. The noble holiday house 
was registered in the Franciscan cadastre of 1822 
under the name of Maffei and later, in 1874, as Villa 
Maffei. It was initially planned as an almost square 
monolithic two-storey building covered by a pyramid 
hip roof. 
The Coronini Counts have renovated the villa in 1900 
as Gorica’s fame as a holiday resort began to grow. 
The road, leading to the mansion, split off from the 
road to the centre of Šempeter and crawled up on the 
steep slope towards the top of Saint Mark’s Hill. The 
plot of the Villa was named Tusculan in the Theresian 
cadastre, while Joseph’s cadastre bore the inscription 
‘Toscolano’. The straight road on the Italian side of the 
border is still called Via Toscolano today. The noble 
mansion, renamed to Tusculanum by the Coronini 
Counts, was expanded with the addition of two 
side wings. The middle section, with four windows 
on each storey and a low tympanum, stood out 
among the three aligned sections. A gravel terrace 
ending with a low stone wall was already stretched 

out in front of the house. Soon after the renovation, 
Šempeter got caught in the storms of war and the 
mansion suffered extensive damage. It acquired its 
current aspect following the renovation after the 
war. The mansion was only rebuilt between 1930 and 
1934 according to the main design of the nineteenth 
century. Historical furniture was moved to the 
mansion and the Coroninis have selected it as their 
residence up until 1947, when they moved to Gorizia. 
The villa underwent a series of transformations in 
the subsequent years and its heirloom value was thus 
considerably damaged. All the refurbishments and 
modifications have deeply affected the aspect of the 
once elegant noble residence. 
 
A walking path used to run between the Coronini’s 
main residence and the villa through a vast and rich 
park designed and arranged in the Seventies of the 
nineteenth century by Count Coronini. Nothing 
remains of that park today, except for a few dwindling 
trees next to the villa. The path, once leading to the 
villa, has been cut by a road and the view of the villa 
is covered by the towering building of the General 
Hospital.

The Coronini Mansion
Today’s renovated building is an excellent example 
of a noble residence, a combination of living and 
administration sections, blend into a single building, 
whose features of the second half of the nineteenth 
century have been well preserved. The Coronini 
Mansion seems to have been built by the Coroninis 
after 1660, as witnessed by the corner stone with the 
coat of arms of the Coronini house, which was later 
installed in a wall on the road to Villa Maffei. The 
date is also confirmed by the fact that the complex 
was shown on a map from the eighteenth century in 
the Franciscan cadastre and thus the mansion must 
have been built somewhere in the second half of the 

seventeenth century. Around 1786 the Coroninis 
seem to have had a ‘Sunday’ house in Šempeter. The 
centre of the Šempeter part of the Coronini estate 
was rebuilt almost from scratch by John the Baptist 
Coronini. The palace with two barchessas follows the 
tradition of Venetian architecture with its horseshoe-
shaped floor-plan, while copying the formal elements 
of the Austrian neo-classical castles. The central 
building stands out for its rich façade, which ends on 
top with a turret copied from Villa Medicea at Poggio 
a Caiano in Italy. 

The Coronini Mansion was among the many buildings 
damaged during World War I. The perimeter walls 
of the central building and the park were the only 
remains left. The family entrusted famous architect 
Max Fabiani with designing the reconstruction of the 
mansion, which took place between 1927 and 1930. 
Fabiani’s reconstruction did stay close to the external 
dimensions of the previous building, but added some 
visible changes to the exterior. The boastful external 
stairs were replaced by a terrace with a balustrade 
reclining on Tuscan built pillars bearing five barrel 
vaults. 

3
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As the connecting sections were built up, the visual 
connections between the park at the back and the 
cour d’honneur in front of the building was lost. 
The interiors were also considerably redesigned in 
addition to the villa’s exterior. Both barchessas were 
increased in size and linked by connecting sections to 
the main residence. 
The family, already deeply indebted, suffered the 
consequences of the heavy crisis of the late Twenties 
and political pressure from the Fascists and therefore 
sold the mansion in 1930 to the Italian Air Forces. 
The military have erected the »Institute of Wing 
Commander Umberto Maddalena« offering an 
opportunity to sons of deceased or injured Italian 
pilots, aged between 11 and 20 years to become pilots 
or have any other type of military job. The Coronini 
Mansion was used as the Institute’s headquarters. 

Between 2005 and 
2009, the main part 
of the mansion was 
fully reconstructed 
according to the design 
by architect Andrej 
Leško and in line with 
preservation guidelines. 
The Coronini Mansion 
is now used by the 
Municipality of 
Šempeter-Vrtojba for 

administrative offices, the Municipal Council, as well 
as for cultural events. The mansion often hosts art 
shows and events, while a permanent exhibition about 
the Coronini family is on display on the first floor.

The Parrish Church of Saint Peter
The Parrish Church of Saint Peter stands a few steps 
from the mansion. The first mention of a church in 
Šempeter dates to 1200, while a first mention of a 
Parrish is dated 1425. Figurate capitals encased in an 
angle of the church plateau and four fresco fragments, 
built into the chapel on the Castle of Gorica, are the 
only remains of the early gothic building. The church 
was completely rebuilt during the Baroque period. 
The building had a temple façade and a bell tower over 
the tympanum with four Romanesque windows. The 
tambour was considerably elongated and ended in an 
onion-shaped roof. The bombardments of World War 
I have completely destroyed the Baroque church, so a 
new one was built according to the designs by Max 
Fabiani and consecrated by Archbishop Frančišek 
Borgia Sedej on 17 November 1929. The church of 
Šempeter is a basilica built in a neo-Romanic style. 
The single-nave building with an Aquileian bell tower 
stands on an elevated plateau. Two types of materials 
were used for the church: the supporting elements 
and the decorations are made of stone and the walls 
are filled with bricks. The paintings were done in 
1929 by Leopoldo Perco, of which only the symbols 

in the ceiling coffers and two decorative strips above 
the side niches.The church furniture is in line with 
the neo-Romanic style of the construction. Column 
capitals, the main and the two side altars, the former 
Holy Communion table and the holy-oil case were 
made at the workshop of Giovanni Battista Novelli. 
The main tabernacle altar in marble, dedicated to 
Saint Peter, is completed by a monumental painting 
of Saint Peter, made by Venetian painter Guido 
Cadorino. The picture of the patron on the altar is 
accompanied by two adoring angels taken from the 
former main Baroque altar. The statue of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary by Tone Kralj (1900-1975) stands on 
the left altar, while the right one is adorned by a statue 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, carved by France Gorše 
(1897-1986), who also created the monumental 
Crucifixion on the northern wall in 1929. The images 
of the Stations of the Cross are the work of Emma 
Galli - Gallovich (1893–1982). Her picture of Saint 
Joseph with child hangs on the triumphal arch 
together with Lichtenreit’s Our Lady of the Rosary 
with Saint Dominic and Saint Catherine of Siena. The 
monumental canvas of Saint Peter on the altar was 
painted in 1928 by Venetian painter Guido Cadorini 
(1892-1978). 
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Traditional wells
Never spit in a well, because you never know when 
you will drink from it. (Renato Podbersič: Vrtojbenski 
vodnjaki 2013)

A feature to be noted when strolling around Vrtojba 
is the traditional wells. As Vrtojba did not have strong 
water springs, it had to rely on wells more than the 
other villages nearby. The oldest and—with its 33 
metres—deepest well, owned by the Counts of 
Gironcoli in the eighteenth century, was once located 
behind today’s Youth Centre. One third of the wells in 
Vrtojba dates back to the period before the Great War, 
while most have been excavated after the war, and 
some even in recent times. Before the construction of 
a water supply network for the military and its 
subsequent public use after World War I, the water in 
all of the wells was perfectly drinkable and it was used 
for personal hygiene and for watering the animals. In 
times before ice boxes or today’s refrigerators, wells 
were also used for storing perishable food. Most of 
them have been built as round shafts, lined with 
bricks and covered on the surface with bricks or stone 
and ending with a stone brim. The depths of the wells 
range from 5 to 33 metres. Water used to be drawn 

with the assistance of a pulley. A bucket or a wooden 
pail was hanging on a rope or a chain. The water 
network has gradually displaced the wells in the 
Sixties. Local residents still use the water from over 
one third of the 36 wells in Vrtojba for watering 
plants, while the remaining wells fell into disuse and 
some of them are only kept as decoration. Five wells 
have been restored within an EU funded project 
entitled ‘Living Fountains - Reviving Wells and Ponds 
in the Cross-border Area’ in order to preserve them 
as part of our heirloom.

The Parrish Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
The Parrish Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
stands proudly almost in the very heart of the village 
of Vrtojba. There used to be four churches in the area 
of Vrtojba and there are no remaining signs of any 
of them. There was Saint Otto’s church on the top of 
the hill with the same name and Saint Paul’s church, 
which stood in the fields outside Lower Vrtojba. 
Apart from these, there were two larger churches: 
Saint John the Baptist’s stood at today’s house number 
92 on Vrtojba’s main road, while the church of Saint 
Joseph was located at the feet of a slope near today’s 
street called Obmejna cesta. The two churches were 

ruined in the war and thus between 1924 and 1925 the 
new church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was built in 
Vrtojba and played an important role in unifying the 
formerly divided villages. The church was designed 
by A. Radovič in a neo-Romanic style and the works 
supervised by Max Fabiani. The architect has chosen 
a slightly modernised version of the Romanic style in 
order to accommodate its volume and shape to the 
requirements of a sacral building. On 13 December 
1925 the church was consecrated by Archbishop of 
Gorica Frančišek B. Sedej. The Aquileian-type bell 
tower was built a year later. Vrtojba only became a 
Parrish in 1935 in spite of obtaining a larger degree of 
ecclesiastic independence in 1832, when it became a 
chapel district with its own priest within the Parrish of 
Šempeter. In 1983, the extension on the northern part 
of the presbytery was turned into a chapel dedicated to 
Saint John the Baptist.
The church with three naves, capable of hosting 1,700 
people, maintained its rustic character. The main altar 
is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The marble 
tabernacle altar and the furniture, which was made 
at the time of the building, were all made in the neo-
Romanic style. The apse behind the main altar hosts a 
triptych of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, painted in 1956 
by Tone Kralj, who also painted to other oil paintings 
on wooden board: the Sacred Heart of Mary with a 
group of devotees in 1954 and the Crucified among 
Friends and Foes in 1957. The two paintings are hosted 
in shallow niches in the side naves. In the same years, 
Kralj has also painted the Way of the Cross and two 
paintings in the atrium of the church: the Prodigal Son 
and the Good Shepherd. The side altars stand at the 
end walls of the side naves. A statue of the Our Lady 
of Lourdes stands in the niche of the left side altar, and 
a statue of Saint Joseph by Tyrolean sculptor Goffredo 
Moroder, made in 1930, stands in the niche of the side 
altar on the right.
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Military watchtower
Come forth, stranger! From your poor country
the sons of Slovenia call.
You want my land?
Just try and grab it!
(Ivan Rob: Slovenska)

A few meters from 
the former border 
between Slovenia and 
Italy there is an eight-
metre tall border-
guard watchtower 
used by the Yugoslav 
army to control the 
border with Italy. The 
Municipality of 
Šempeter-Vrtojba 
has declared—at 
the suggestion of 
the Museum of the 
Gorica Region—

the watchtower a cultural monument of local 
importance and thus protected it from decay.  The 
Museum of the Gorica Region has transformed it into 
one of the smallest museums of the world. The 
exhibition there shows the life along the border 
established in 1947, which severed the cultural, 
social, economic and political ties across the Gorica 
Region, cutting the area into halves. It emphasizes the 
impact of white line running over the fields, resulting 
in a series of torts, senseless consequences and 
personal tragedy. The white line eventually became 
state border occupied by border guards of the 
Yugoslav army, which later became the division line 
between the Eastern and Western Bloc. The newly 
drawn border was being crossed by various, even 
armed groups or individuals disagreeing with or even 
fighting against the new Yugoslav government. The 

border area became a fighting ground and shots 
could he heard from time to time. As Slovenia joined 
the European Union, the border was demoted to a 
mere administrative boundary, but the watchtower 
stands and the exhibition explains the cultural shock 
experienced by the people whose lives, family ties and 
friendly bonds were cut overnight, turning them into 
citizens of different countries and different political 
systems.

Military Cemetery of the First World War
There is another monument in Vrtojba, which does 
not speak about times of peace, but stands as a 
warning about the atrocities of World War I. From 
the beginning of the war, Vrtojba was at the rear of 
the battlefront, but as the Italians conquered Gorica 
on 9 August 1916 in the Sixth Battle of Isonzo, 
Vrtojba became part of the battlefront. The Austro-
Hungarian soldiers dug themselves in across the 
hillocks of Vrtojba and Bilje, to protect themselves 
from incessant fire from the Italian army, which 
made a breakthrough and reached the Šober hill. As 
the frontline did not really move, the trench warfare 
was about to last. The name of the village of Vrtojba 
made its way through the Italian parliament up to the 
headquarters of the Italian army as ‘the great river of 
Vrtojbica’ on ‘the Vrtojba plateau’. 
There were eleven military cemeteries scattered 
across the western part of Vrtojba between Šempeter 

and Orehovlje, reminding of the tragic events of the 
Great War. During the Fascists’ italianising campaign 
between the two wars, Vrtojba was renamed Vertoiba 
in Campisanti - Vrtojba among Cemeteries. The 
remains of the Italian soldiers buried here were 
transferred to the War Memorial of Oslavia, while 
some of the Austrian soldiers have been left buried 
in Vrtojba. The Austrian Military Cemetery of the 
First World War is almost hidden among vineyards, 
in the shade of two massive oak trees. There are more 
than one hundred crosses telling about the courage of 
soldiers who have given their lives for inches of land.

Life in Šempeter and its surroundings during the First 
World War is being told by the exhibits of a small 
collection on display in a room below the Post Office 
in Šempeter. The interesting museum collection 
comprises military memorabilia found in the area of 
the Isonzo Front and some items from Šempeter and 
surroundings. An exemplary collection of Austro-
Hungarian and Italian grenades and many pictures 
are displayed, as well. (pod pokopališče v Vrtojbi).
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PANORAMIC SPOTS
Saint Mark’s Hill

Saint Mark’s Hill, its top reaching the height of 227 
metres, is the highest point in the Municipality of 
Šempeter-Vrtojba. The history of the area started on 
the slopes of the hill. In 1873 Baron Karl von Czoernig 
wrote in his »Das Land Görz und Gradisca«: »In 
November 1867, an important finding of bronze 
objects was discovered in a vineyard owned by Mr 
Karl de Mulitsch in Šempeter pri Gorici. The treasure 
was found on a steep slope facing south-west around 
120 feet above the village of Šempeter...« The heavy 
rains in the summer of 1867 have caused a landslide 
on the western slope of the hill and unearthed two 
charred stone urns and a few hundredweights of 
damaged bronze artefacts. Some of them are snake 
and Certosa-type fibulae, needles, bracelets, axes, 
copper plates and spear tips. The surmise is that there 
was an ancient foundry at the place, because of the 
small copper plates found, which were used in the 
process. The finding was dated back to the late Iron 
Age. Heavy bronze coins (aes grave) from central 
Italy were found in Šempeter. The ‘Šempeter foundry’ 
could have been linked to Etruscan trade routes 
passing here towards Central and Northern Europe. 
The hill was named after the church of Saint Mark 

(ecclesia s. Marci in Monte), which surely stood there 
until 1515. In 1922, the Italians have erected a war 
memorial for the soldiers fallen in the Great Wall, 
but has been removed since. The Italian army had 
dug in below the slopes of Saint Mark’s. Both armies 
had their trenches and tunnels in and around the hill. 
The Italian front line ran near a pine grove, while the 
Austrian trenches were dug only fifty metres higher 
towards the top of the hill. Despite several attacks and 
attempts at capturing the hill, the Italians could not 
conquer it from a lower position. The panoramic spot 
at the top of the hill offers a fantastic view of the town 
of Gorica, the Šempeter plain and Friuli.

Saint Otto’s Hill
Talking a walk along the forest paths of Vrtojba, we 
could stop atop a low hill with a top height of only 
126 metres above sea level. The Saint Otto’s Hill stands 
above the wooded portion of the hillocks Vrtojba and 
Bilje, offering a beautiful view of the surrounding areas 
covered in forests and vineyards. The spot is also a silent 
reminder of local history. The name of the hill comes 
from the name of the saint known as Otto or Otton. A 
small church devoted to Saint Otto (ecclesia s. Ottonis 
supra Vertoibam Sup.) used to be at the place at least 

u n t i l 
1 5 3 0 . 
T h e 
c h u r c h 

belonged to Upper Vrtojba and, as it was standing on 
the border between Šempeter, Lower Vrtojba, Bilje and 
Bukovica, it worked as a link between the villages. 
Its relevance can be surmised from later accounts 
about regular pilgrimages from the city of Gorica. The 
pilgrim tradition could have been borne in relation 
to a religious retreat or hermitage at the place. The 
church started deteriorating in the eighteenth century, 
many objects were stolen from it and in 1784 it was 
demolished in the wake of the Josephine religious 
reforms. The ruins remained until World War One, 
when the Austro-Hungarian soldiers used them in the 
autumn of 1916 to strengthen their defence positions 
on the hills above Šempeter and Vrtojba. The remains 
were still visible even after the Second World War until 
they were removed to make place for the concrete 
monument to the Partisans fallen on the Gorica Front 
on the spot of the Austrian observation post from the 
Great War. Many people were fighting for freedom on 
the defence line between Gorica, Trieste, Postojna and 
Idrija. Young fighters together with boys and girls from 
Sovodnje, Štandrež, Monfalcone and Kontovel fought 
for each inch of land. Many lost their lives, some of 
them very young, such as the sixteen-year old Sonja 
Droč from Šempeter. 
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Observing the surroundings and the monument to 
the fallen Partisans, we could not avoid remembering 
the masses infused with a spirit of resistance in 1943, 
who were ready to fight the new occupying forces even 
if that may have cost their lives. They have achieved 
freedom for the entire region of Primorje.

Paths of Peace from the Alps to the Adriatic

A section of the Paths of Peace from the Alps to the 
Adriatic, connecting the Soča Valley to the Adriatic 
Sea along the front line of a devastating war, also runs 
among the vines on the hillocks of Vrtojba and Bilje 
bringing a message of peace for all future generations. 
The memorial signs, bunkers, ditches and graveyards 
on the path connecting two important spots, the 
Saint Mark’s and the Saint Otto’s Hill, are all part 
of the cultural and historical legacy that has been 
marked by seven panels with texts in four languages. 

NATURE
The hillocks of Vrtojba and Bilje 
... I hear birds chirping 
among the vineyards 
and plots 
where the inebriant treasure grows 
hidden among leaves of gold...
(Milan Zorn: Kras)

The hillocks of Vrtojba and Bilje lie between the 
lower Vipava Valley, the Vrtojbica brook and the 

road between Šempeter and Volčja draga. The gentle 
slopes create an undulated landscape slowly fanning 
out towards the Vipava Valley. The marly soil on the 
hillocks of Vrtojba and Bilje is perfect for growing 
grapes and therefore, the hills are covered by one 
of the largest and most picturesque vineyards in 
Slovenia, stretching over an astounding 240 hectares. 

Since 1 March 2013, the Municipality of Šempeter-
Vrtojba has got a descendant of the Old Vine, the 
most famous piece of heirloom from Maribor and 
part of the national natural and cultural heritage. The 
Old Vine is the oldest noble vine in the world and 
entered into the Guinness Book of World Records.
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POPULAR HERITAGE
The violets of Šempeter

Gardening developed very early in Šempeter also 
because of the proximity of the town of Gorica. Early 
vegetables were not the only produce grown and sold 
by the locals from Šempeter to near and far. Bouquets 
of violets from Šempeter—known today as Ušaj’s two-
flower violet—used to be sent to remote customers in 
woven baskets, covered in sacking. 

Flower cultivation played a particularly important 
role in Šempeter because of its mild climate and 
the influence of the Counts of Coronini, who were 
able to exploit the advantages of the region and their 

connection to the imperial court of Vienna. Violets 
were in fashion at the time of Napoleon III as a 
perfumed accessory of women’s fashion, which was 
not completely neglected by gentlemen, who wore 
them on their lapels. The only aspect resembling wild 
violets is their perfume, as the flowers have several 
lines of petals and therefore look more like gardenias 
or tiny roses. As the plant cannot withstand winter 
temperatures, the violets were grown in greenhouses 
and were flowering from November to March. Being 
a hybrid, the flower produced no seeds and can only 
be propagated by cuttings and thus replanted every 
year.  The noble mansion in Šempeter had its own 
gardens and was hiring gardeners to work with the 
violets. In 1900, there were four established gardeners 
in Šempeter: Mervič, Lutman and the Ušaj brothers. 
Baskets with bouquets of violets were travelling on 
wagons and carriages as far as the Russian imperial 
court in Saint Petersburg and from 1905 by train all 
the way to Vienna. Production was unable to keep 
up with the growing demand. In the period between 
the two wars, the main market was the city of Trieste. 
Before World War II a sudden disease almost wiped 
out the violets. A few healthy samples were saved by 
the last producers, the Ušaj family, which continues 
to grow them today.

The Carts of Vrtojba
Vrtojba was not only famous for its violets, but also 
for the potatoes, much appreciated by the imperial 
court in Vienna, which were transported to Gorica 
on carts, locally known as ‘borele’. The longest and 
main street of Vrtojba boasts a monument to the 
piece of equipment that played an important role 
in local culture and history. The timber parts of the 
Giant Borela, measuring 480 centimetres in length, 
has been made by Mr Ivo Ferfolja, and the metal parts 
by Mr Klavdij Gregorič. The cart is painted in pale 
green as the traditional ones used to be. 

The carts of Vrtojba have probably come from Italy. 
The neighbouring Bisiacchi call the cart ‘barela’ and 
define it as a two-wheel carriage with a fixed or a 
movable pole and side boards. Although the carts 
might be drawn, they are even more often pushed, 
which in the local dialect sounds like »boriti«. 

That is why the cart in Vrtojba is called ‘borela’ and 
not ‘barela’. The local carts used to have timber wheels 
with iron rings, which were very tough and perfect for 
the demanding stone roads, but less so for the goods 
transported, particularly anything delicate. The carts 
were therefore equipped with double springs. With 
the diffusion of cycling as the price of wheels came 
gradually down, the wooden wheels were replaced by 
metal wheels with spokes, a metal rim and a rubber 
tyre, usually the sturdier tricycle wheels. As the rubber 
tyres absorbed the shocks, the springs have been 
gradually abandoned.



18

Recreation path and cycling

The recreation path has been set up for trekking and 
running. It begins with a start area with information 
boards, a map of the route, signposts and exercise 
instructions. There are 16 exercise stations along the 
recreation path with or without equipment. There 
are instructions for warming up and stretching 
and exercises for strength and agility. After station 
number eight, the path splits into a longer route (2.8 
km) with further eight stations and a shorter one 
(2 km) with four exercise stations. The recreation 
path is also a forest school trail passing near the 
monument to the events of the Gorica Front on the 
top of Saint Otto’s hill, an introduction for children 
to one of the most varied eco-systems on Earth. The 
wooden information boards along the 250 -metre 
trail present sixteen varieties of trees and bushes, 
from the most known species, such as hazel and 
walnut, to the less known ones, such as hedge maple, 
wild service tree and spindle tree. The trail offers 
exhaustive information to help the children to learn 
about the importance of forests in an environment 
with deciduous and evergreen trees, as well as wild 
animals. 

The recreation path and the forest and vineyard trails 
spread across the Vrtojba and Bilje hillocks are part 
of the Tourist Circular Path, which connects tourist 
spots along the trail, includes natural areas and 
pieces of the cultural heritage of the Municipality 
of Šempeter-Vrtojba with of national and regional 
relevance (the monument to the Gorica Front on 
Saint Otto’s hill, the Military Cemetery of the First 
World War, the German bunkers of World War II 
and a road-side wall made of Italian tombstones from 
the Great War), as well as panoramic spots inside the 
vineyards. A main information board is located at 
the beginning of the path; there are further five large 
boards along the trail and around 40 signposts.

The DEŠ Climbing Wall
With over 8,000 holds of all kinds and shapes on an 
area of 1,000 square metres, the climbing wall at the 
Ivan Rob Primary School in Šempeter is the largest in 
Slovenia. It is suitable for beginners and experts alike, 
as there are four grades of difficulty (slab, vertical, 
incline and overhang) to choose from. The paths 
are secured by safety hooks and 60 anchors, which 
suggest the direction to take. Climbers can reach as 
high as eight metres.

GAS Vrtejba Karting Raceway
Adrenalin lovers can enjoy the 10-metre wide and 
800-metre long karting circuit near the former 
international border crossing with nine curves. The 
raceway was installed in 2007 and then upgraded 
to comply with the B-category, AŠ-2005, FIA-PRK 
and the AMZS requirements (Slovenian drivers’ 
federation) for karting, minimoto and scooter 
competitions. Every year there is a series of cup 
and international competitions held, along a series 
of other events. A wide array of carts can be hired, 
including scaled-down ones for the youngest drivers. 
The track complies with several international 
standards to guarantee maximum safety and superb 
entertainment.
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Hit Sports Centre

The varied and multi-
purpose sports centre 
offers a range of grounds 
and premises for all 
types of ball games, 
competitions and events.
There are two tennis 
courts, athletic grounds 
with two volleyball fields 
and two squash courts, 

four areas for badminton and table tennis, as well as 
a gym.

TRADITIONAL FEASTS
There are many events organised in the 
Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba throughout 
the year, animating its cultural and social life. 

Carnival
The tradition of carnival costumes and partying in 
Šempeter dates back to 1946, when gardener Milan 
Pavlič—in a public address—launched the idea of 
organising celebrations. When the time arrives, the 
square of Šempeter comes to life. Work is put aside 
and the preparations become the most important job. 
Carnival Saturday continues to draw large crowds to 
the square of Šempeter, which is usually filled up to 
every nook and cranny. 

The first to go on 
parade are the little 
ones, followed by 
original groups and 
carriages from 
Slovenia and Italy. 
The judges select a 
winning group after 

assessing the originality, creativity, choreography, 

quality of the costumes and of the carriage. The 
carnival atmosphere continues well into the night at 
the sound of live music.
Where: Šempeter pri Gorici
Organised by: KŠTM Šempeter-Vrtojba and other 
associations

Maypoles
Erecting maypoles on the eve of May Day is a long-
standing tradition in Slovenia. The form of the pole, a 
tree cleared of its branches and bark and transported 
from nature to a place of celebration, appeared in 
late middle age. Maypoles in Slovenia have become 
a symbol of Labour Day. There are four maypoles 
erected each year in the Municipality of Šempeter-
Vrtojba, four tall pine trees with a few branches left on 
the top and a wreath hanging below.
Where: several spots in Šempeter and Vrtojba
Organised by: Community Board of Šempeter 
pri Gorici and Vrtojba, Tourist Association of the 
Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba, The Volunteer 
Fire Department of Šempeter pri Gorici and other 
associations

Saint Peter’s Day
Locals have been celebrating their own saint patron’s 
day on June the 29th for ages. Saint Peter’s Day implies a 
local festival and a ball on the square that refer to ancient 
times and traditions. 

It was customary for the 
boys, who have prepared 
the ball, to invite to the 
festival by singing a 
particular old song, 
entitled »Hundreds of 
People«. Before starting 
up the band, the 
traditional wooden stage 

had to be blessed. The boys then had the right to the first 
dance, which was the same »Hundreds of People«, a 
local variety of polonaise. It was quite an honour for a 
girl to be invited for the first dance, which actually 
consisted of six or seven pieces of music in a row, called 
a party. After each party, two firemen used a rope to 
clear out the dance floor. A big game of bingo is now also 
organised every year, although the exact starting year of 
that tradition is anyone’s guess.
Where: Šempeter pri Gorici
Organised by: Community Board of Šempeter pri 
Gorici and Vrtojba, and other associations

Municipality Day

Il 22 luglio è la data The 
Municipality of Šempeter-
Vrtojba celebrates its 
own festivity on July 
the 22nd. It was on that 
day in 1998 that the 
National Assembly of 
the Republic of Slovenia 
passed a decision allowing 

Šempeter and Vrtojba to form an autonomous 
entity. A solemn session of the Municipal Council 
of the Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba takes place 
every year. The Mayor gives municipal awards to 
individuals, associations and companies who have 
been operating with success for some years and have 
made considerable contributions to the development 
of the Municipality. A series of cultural events and 
celebrations are organised on that occasion.

International Dog Show
The Vrtojba Sports Dog Club has been hosting 
CACIB International Dog Shows since 2000. Every 
year there are over 1,600 dogs showcased by 1,200 
owners from 18 countries, trying to get the top beauty 
prize. The show is not only aimed at breeders and 
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professionals, but also tries to raise awareness among 
would-be dog owners. 

The show is an excellent 
opportunity for them 
to get to know the 
needs and peculiarities 
of different breeds in 
order to make a better 
choice for themselves 
and their families. One 
of the goals is also to 

show that our pets are far from being a burden to 
urban environments and play an important role in 
people’s lives. 

Dance Summer 
Dance Summer, an international project, is organised 
every year in late August. The dance festival mainly 
consists of advanced seminars, led by renowned dance 
teachers from Slovenia and abroad across a variety of 
genres, styles and techniques. It is aimed in particular at 
members of dance groups, dance teachers, professional 
dancers, choreographers and, of course, lovers of the 
stage arts. The dance mash-up has become a traditional 
event and it gathers professional teachers from a 
variety of countries. The interesting dance events and 
performances make it a top-notch gathering.
Where: Šempeter pri Gorici
Organised by: M&N Dance Company
 
Boreljada (Cart Festival)

The traditional cart still comes handy even if largely 
replaced by the over-whelming number of cars. 
The people of Vrtojba intend to hold on to their 
carts and therefore, every year, they organise a rich 
festival of culture, heritage and sports dedicated to 
their beloved ‘borela’. All those who have a cart, put 
them on display either in front of their homes or in 
a parade. The traditional cart or ‘borela’ is that bond 
that ties together the local community in a common 
effort to preserve their heritage.
Where: Vrtojba
Organised by: Community Board of Šempeter pri 
Gorici and Vrtojba, and other associations

Martin’s Drive

Martinmas is celebrated across many European 
countries in remembrance of the saint who unselfishly 
shared his cloak with a beggar. In Slovenia, Martinmas 
is the festival of the new wine, of must turning into a 
noble beverage. The tradition requires the new wine 
to be tasted with good food and in merry company. A 
traditional festival, called Martin’s Drive is therefore 
organised every year. It could also be defined a live 
exhibition, as wagon drivers load barrels of wine on 
the wagons and then set off for the journey. The drive 
is concluded on the Ivan Rob Square in Šempeter pri 
Gorici, where the new wine is blessed. The visitors 
then spend the evening dancing at the sound of folk 
music.
Where: several spots in Šempeter and Vrtojba

Organised by: Tourist Association of the Municipality 
of Šempeter-Vrtojba, and other associations
Step Out of the Dark - Charity Torch Rally
The Mark Sports Association and the Ivan Rob 
Elementary School of Šempeter have been organising 
Step Out of the Dark, an evening torch rally, ever since 
1997. The five-kilometre march is part of a Europe-
wide series of marching events and the participants 
tour the streets of Šempeter. The purpose of the 
charity event is to raise awareness among children 
and the young about the dangers of addiction and the 
importance of sports for physical and mental health.
Where: along the streets of Šempeter starting from 
the Fire Station
Organised by: Mark Sports Association Šempeter

Meeting the past
The Gorica Region, 
the Karst and the Soča 
Valley are special 
because of its cruel 
past, the legacy of the 
Great War on the 
Soča Front. There is 
an array of private 
museums in the area, 
as almost each of the 

many collectors would like to exhibit the findings from 
the former battlefields. Collectors of military 
memorabilia and antiquities regularly meet at an 
international fair to exchange their findings, which are 
not limited to arms, but also include soldiers’ personal 
items, uniforms, recognitions, photographs and 
postcards written by the soldiers from the battlefields a 
century or so ago. The international meeting is also a 
tourist event. The participants do not only exchange 
things, they also share their experiences. The main 
teaching of this lesson of military history is strikingly 
plain: »No war, ever again!«
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GASTRONOMY
As all the good things begin and end with food, we 
would like to invite you to test some of our local 
dishes. Minestrone (e.g. a celery soup called šelinka 
or a savoy cabbage soup), omelette, Easter ‘fulje’ 
(bread dumplings) and other specialties. Restaurants 
and caterers of the Gorica region present their dishes 
and products at a cross-border food festival called 
Border Tastes, organised every last weekend of 
September in Gorizia (Italy).

Celery soup 
½ kg beans, 5 potatoes, 3 cloves of garlic, a few celery 
leaves, 1 onion, pork (skin, bacon, bones), flour, salt 
and pepper

Soak the beans overnight and cook them the day 
after. Add the potatoes cut into large pieces, the garlic 
cloves and the finely chopped onion with the pork 
cut into finer pieces and pour some additional water, 
if needed. When the potatoes are done, added the 
chopped celery leaves and cook for another half an 
hour. You may also thicken the soup by adding a few 
spoons of flour sautéed on butter or lard. Add salt and 
pepper to taste

Savoy cabbage soup 
A medium head of savoy cabbage, a handful of corn 
flour, a clove of garlic and three spoons of lard
Clean the cabbage and cut it into thin strips. Cook 
the cabbage in salted water. Gently fry the garlic on 
the lard, then add the corn flour, stir a bit and add 
some water from the soup. Once it boils pour it back 
into the soup. Add salt and pepper to taste.

Omelette
Eggs, flour, herbs (lemon balm, fennel, onion and garlic 
lives with chives, feverfew)

Finely chop the herbs. Beat up the yolks and the 
egg whites in separate bowls. Add flour to the yolks 
and some water, if you wish. Stir in the herbs and, 
if you wish, finely cut homemade salami and cheese. 
Add the whites and carefully blend the whole into 
a smooth batter. Pour a ladle of the batter on a well 
heated and oiled skillet.

Fulja
White bread, five spoons of sugar, 10 dag raisins, 10 
dag pine nuts, 30g of vanilla sugar, lemon zest, orange 
zest, little milk, Easter-ham cooking water 

Cut the loaf of bread in four parts and leave it to 
dry overnight. Carve out the soft guts of the bread, 
leave to dry overnight to have fresh crumbs. Mix all 
the ingredients to obtain a smooth and even dough, 
shape into small, short sausages and cook them in the 
boiling water left over from the cooking of the Easter 
ham. Your ‘fulja’ will be cooked, when it emerges to 
the top. Serve them powdered with sugar.

IN THE END
Our journey has thus come to an end. We have 
travelled through history, put the cultural heritage 
of the Municipality of Šempeter Vrtojba into words 
and enjoyed the riches of nature, while taking care of 
our bodies through exercise and healthy eating with 
the traditional dishes of the local cuisine. We suggest 
you leaf through the guide a few times to discover our 
rich heritage, our culture and nature, while enjoying 
our hearty and homely dishes.
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WORTH VISITING NEARBY

Franciscan Monastery of Kostanjevica near Nova 
Gorica with the Bourbon Crypt and the Škrabec Library

Sveta Gora Shrine

Solkan Bridge

Soča Valley

Cerje Monument
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MAP

The symbols on the map refer to the descriptions and photographs inside the brochure. Purple is used for historical or cultural sites             , green for nature 
            spots and yellow for sports and recreation            .
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Landscape

Culture & History

Activities

Police: 113
Emergency number
(ambulance, fire): 112

Municipality of 
Šempeter-Vrtojba 
Trg Ivana Roba 3a 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici 
tel. +386(0)5 335 10 00  

Tourist information 
Trg Ivana Roba  4 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici 
tel.: +386(0)5 393 61 17

Hospital
Ulica padlih borcev 13a
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici 
tel.: +386(0)5 330 10 00

Post office 
Vrtojbenska cesta 21a
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici 
tel. +386(0)5 331 19 00

Pharmacy
Cesta Prekomorskih brigad 2 
5290 5290 Šempeter pri Gorici 
tel.: +386(0)5 338 37 30

Žnidarčičeva ulica 21
5290 5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 992 67 94

Railway station
Cvetlična ulica 46
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 296 39 14

Municipal police  
Cesta Goriške fronte 11 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 335 73 71

Travel agency - Gea
Trg Ivana Roba  4 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 393 61 17   

Hit Hotel & Restaurant Lipa 
Trg Ivana Roba 7
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici 
tel.: +386(0)5 336 60 00

Hotel Šanpier 
Cesta prekomorskih brigad 11 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 393 90 96

Dijaški dom - hostel
ŠC Nova Gorica
Biotehniška šola Šempeter
Ulica Padlih borcev 26
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
Slovenija
tel.:+386(0)5/62-05-740

Restaurant Mark 
Markova pot 25,  
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 303 11 03

Snack bar Zdenka  
Ulica padlih borcev 1 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 303 22 22

Rutinca Tavern 
Ulica 9. septembra 152, Vrtojba 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 303 61 50

Pizzeria Luna 
Ul. 9. septembra 137, Vrtojba
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 393 00 66

Snack bar Gatis 
Polje 4, 5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 393 57 28

Restaurant Milaso 
Mednarodni prehod 1, Vrtojba  
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386 641 312 27 

Drive-in Casino 
Mednarodni prehod 4, Vrtojba 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 338 45 60

Hit Sports Centre 
Polje 5, 
5290 Šempeter pri Gorici
tel.: +386(0)5 330 63 83

Useful Phone Numbers


